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In the last 20 years an increasing number of genetic and chromosomal mutations have been
pointed out in association to Autism Spectrum Disorders, and the respective animal models
have been created. While none of these models can recapitulate the syndrome, they are
helpful in disentangling the endophenotypes of the disorder, and for clarifying its neural bases.
Prof Schwaller pointed out the excitatory/inhibitory balance as a major function affected in ASD
and demonstrated how congenitally reduced functionality of parvalbumine neurons eventually
results in behavioral peculiarities that relate to ASD.
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