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Adult born neurons in the hippocampus are a unique form of structural plasticity, and these
young neurons have been correlated with different aspects of learning and memory. Evidence
stems nearly exclusively from laboratory rodents. We have tested whether the association
holds in wild rodents too. To this end, wild animals along with laboratory mouse strains
performed spatio-temporal learning tasks. Performance was evaluated for within-group
associations with hippocampal neurogenesis. Our findings do not support a correlation with
learning per se, but with the persistence of successfully learned rules. Moreover, we found an
association with the reaction to novelty, a behavioral trait that is pivotal for small predated
animals.
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