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Schizophrenia is a disorder that mimics brain changes found with advancing age. However, the 
trajectory, timing and extent of grey matter (GM) and white matter (WM) changes during the 
course of the illness remain unclear. I will present neuroimaging eviden
ageing in the largest white matter neuroimaging sample of patients with schizophrenia 
(N=300+). I will argue that schizophrenia is a whole
matter evident in all cortical lobes by middle 
the white matter connectome. Our findings suggest that schizophrenia is characterized by an 
initial, rapid rate of grey matter loss that slows in middle life, followed by the emergence of a 
deficit in WM diffusion properties that progressively worsens with age at a constant rate. This is 
joint work with Dr Vanessa Cropley, Dr Paul Klauser and the Australian Schizophrenia 
Research Bank.  
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Schizophrenia is a disorder that mimics brain changes found with advancing age. However, the 
trajectory, timing and extent of grey matter (GM) and white matter (WM) changes during the 
course of the illness remain unclear. I will present neuroimaging evidence of accelerated brain 
ageing in the largest white matter neuroimaging sample of patients with schizophrenia 
(N=300+). I will argue that schizophrenia is a whole-brain disorder, with significant loss of grey 
matter evident in all cortical lobes by middle age, accompanied by widespread disruptions in 
the white matter connectome. Our findings suggest that schizophrenia is characterized by an 
initial, rapid rate of grey matter loss that slows in middle life, followed by the emergence of a 

ion properties that progressively worsens with age at a constant rate. This is 
joint work with Dr Vanessa Cropley, Dr Paul Klauser and the Australian Schizophrenia 
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