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1.	Designing	a	common	laboratory		

Limits	of	epidemiology	as	star4ng	point	of	the	collabora4on:	

!  the	(old)	problem	of	ecological	fallacy	

!  the	absence	of	the	embodied,	affec4ve	encounter	with	the	urban	

!  the	analy4cal	decomposi4on	(and	eventual	loss)	of	the	urban	

!  Hypothesis:	 an	 analysis	 of	 young	 pa4ents’	 residen4al	 biographies	
and	 experience	 of	 urban	 space	 will	 generate	 new	 hypotheses	 to	
advance	 the	 understanding	 of	 how	 urban	 milieus	 influence	 the	
emergence	of	psychosis	





1.	Designing	a	common	laboratory	
(con4nued)	

! An	experiment	in	‘co-labora4on’	(Niewöhner	2015)	
as	a	transforma4ve	process	rather	than	
interdisciplinarity	

! Resul4ng	in	a	reciprocal	unpacking	of	analy4c	
categories	(Söderström	et	al.,	2016)	

	

 



1.	Designing	a	common	laboratory	
(con4nued)	

Transforma2on	1:	re-specifying	‘schizophrenia’:	

!  Beyond	social	construc4onism:	schizophrenia	as	‘salience	
dysregula4on’	(Kapur	2003;	van	Os	2009)	

Transforma2on	2:	res-pecifying	‘the	city’:	

!  From	‘the	city’	or	‘urbanicity’	to	the	urban	as	a	rela4onal,	mobile,	and	
heterogeneous	phenomenon	

!  From	‘urban	exposure’	to	the	encounter	with	urban	situa4ons	

	
	

	

	



2.	Doing	co-labora4on	
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City	/	psychosis	nexus:	a		‘’safe	
place’’	for	an	encounter? 
!  How	to	get	around	the	lack	of	spontaneous	evoca4on?	
!  Are	there	specific	paberns	linking	salient	dimensions	of	urban	

contexts	and	psychopathological	indicators?		

!  Can	they	be	generalized	and	understood	in	the	light	of	
comprehensive	theories?		

!  How	the	research	findings	can	be	translated	into	therapeu4cal	
interven4ons:	a	new	insight,	a	new	tool?	
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3.1.	Conversa4on	Analysis	and	the	study	of	
walk-alongs		
"  Conversa2on	Analysis	(CA)	is	a	sociologically-inspired	approach	to	language	and	

social	interac2on		

"  Study	of	typical	and	atypical	interac2ons	(Goodwin,	1995,	2003;	Wilkinson	1998,	
2013;	Mates	et	al.	2010;	Egbert	&	Depperman,	2012;	McCabe	et	al.	2002,	2012)		

"  Based	on	qualita2ve	analyses	of	language	and	body	conduct	-	through	audio	and	
video-recordings	-	it	searches	for	systema2c	paWerns	(“collec2ons”	of	recurrent	
phenomena)		

•  During	the	project,	a	first	analysis	of	the	en4rety	of	the	corpus	(10	pa4ents),	
made	difficult	the	establishment	of	these	collec4ons	(also	due	to	4me-consuming	
microanalyses)		

•  We		then	decided	to	focus	on	two	pa4ents	(A,	B)	selected	according	to	two	
different	profiles	–	neurodevelopmental	(pa4ent	A)	and	sociodevelopmental	
(pa4ent	B)		

•  These	analyses	allow	for	the	observa4on	of	systema.c	and	comparable	
interac.onal	behaviours	in	pa.ents’	verbal	and	non	verbal	conduct		

 



3.2.	Focus	on	in	situ	handling	of	the	walk-
along	
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3.3.	Observing	difficul4es	arising	during	the	
walk-along	

3.1 



3.1  
•	Large	amount	of	an4cipatory	work	

•	Abundant	talk	about	the	route:	lot	of	planning	and	
«	rehearsing	»	the	route	

•	Very	specific	criteria	(e.g.	avoiding	to	cross	without	
zebras)		

•  Orien4ng	to	the	task	
as	difficult	

•  Doing	being	thinking		
•  Solving	a	puzzle	



•  The	found-out	solu4on	is	then	
again	abundantly	re-discussed	

•  New	alterna4ves	are	searched	
and	evaluated	in	detail	

(“rehearsing”	the	route	again)	



•  In	the	evalua4on	of	the	
solu4on,	crossing	with/out	

zebras	is	treated	as	a	crucial	
(obsessional?)	criterion	

•  Un4l	a	zebra-crossing	is	
discovered	–	this	new	

solu4on	is	adopted	
•  Abrupt	change	in	trajectory	



•  Complex	and	lenghty	reasoning	about	very	specific	features	of	the	route,	
conferring	specific	relevances	to	environment	and	traffic	details	(and	
relying	on	a	precise	knowledge	of	this	very	special	geography)	

•  Emerging	problems,	difficul4es	and	obstacles	during	the	«	rehearsal	»	of	
the	route	(absence	of	z.c.	is	a	recurrent	one)	

 



3.2	



 

 

•  Inspec4on	of	the	environment		
•  Neg	assessment	+	high	

volume/prosody			
•  Neg	no4cing	

•  Hesita4ons,	self-repair		
•  Hesitant	walk	

•  Gazing	around	
•  Thinking	gesture	

•  Search	for	an	alterna4ve	
•  Projects	the	crossing	

•  Announces	it	
•  Checks	traffic	

•  <-	Lots	of	precau4ons	
•  <-	Preparatory	work		



3.4.	Psychopathology	of	psychosis	(PP)	

•  Psychopathologic	descrip4on	focus	on	psycho4c	anxiety,	
defence	mechanism	and	trauma.	

•  Psycho4c	defense	mechanisms	(against	inner	or	outer	reality)	is	
a	dynamic	process	of	dealing	with	a	situa4on	(Berney	et	al.	
2009),	in	this	case	urban	milieu.	

•  High	interest	for	PP	:	See	in	3.1	how	the	defense	mechanism	
emerge,	the	degree	of	anxiety,	and	the	interac4on	with	the	
accompanying	person.	

	



EX.	3.2	From	the	perspec4ve	of	Psychopathology	

 

 

•  Mee4ng	complex	
s4muli.	Nega4ve	

reac4ons.	
•  Psychomotor	signs	of	

anxiety.	
•  Overinvolvement	in	

the	interac4on	

•  Concrete	analysis	of	
the	environment.	
Crossing	is	where	

one	crosses.	
•  Difficul4es	in	

dealing	with	
situa4on	because	

cogni4ve	and	
emo4onal	stress.	

•  Disorganisa4on	



3.5.	Psychopathological	observa4ons		

•  Psychopathological	analysis:	when	obsessive	control	to	
manage	anxiety	is	overwhelmed,	appears	nega4vity	and	
trauma4c	risk	for	the	self	

•  Consequences	:	disorganisa4on	and	persecu4on.		
•  Dynamic	observa4on	of	the	pathological	process.	The	
thought	process	moves	step	by	step	from	anxiety	to	
perplexity	and	into	delusion.	



3.6.	Putng	together	two	perspec4ves	on	data	–	
preliminary	results		
AZtudes	and	
choices	towards	
the	urban	
environment	and	
its	local	handling		

Conversa2on	
Analysis	

	
	
	
	
	
Pa2ent	A		

	
	
	
	
	
Pa2ent	B		

Psychopathology		

Checking/	
controlling,	
programming/	
pre-planning		

1.Verbal:	comments,	
instruc2ons,	
descrip2ons	
	
2.Non-verbal:	changes	
in	walking	trajectory,	
gestures,	gaze	
orienta2on,	prosodic	
features	of	voice	
	

+	
Short	instruc2ons,		
Non-verbal	ini2a2ves	
(change	in	waking	
trajectory)	
	
Control	of	the	path	in	
case	of	request	for	
changes			

++	
Several	comments,	
descrip2ons,	
announcements	and	
instruc2ons	
		
Abrupt	changes	in	
walking	trajectory,	
monitoring	gaze	and	
poin2ng	gestures		

Coping	with	urban	
environment	and	its	
s2muli	
		
Talking	about	the	
route/path	as	a	
defense	mechanism	/
coping	strategy	in	
front	of	anxiety		
		
		
Signs	of	anxiety		
		
Over-control	of	the	
process,	obsessive	
and	sudden	ac2ng	out.	



3.6.	Putng	together	two	perspec4ves	on	data	–	
preliminary	results		
AZtudes	and	
choices	towards	
the	urban	
environment	and	
its	local	handling		

Conversa2on	
Analysis	

	
	
	
	
	
Pa2ent	A		

	
	
	
	
	
Pa2ent	B		

Psychopathology		

Handling	urban	landscape:		
circula2on	of	cars		
	
	
	

Verbal	and	non-verbal	
conduct		
	
	
	
Cf.	Merlino	&	Mondada,	
2018	

-	
Non	problema2c		

	++	
Very	problema2c		
		
Deep	monitoring	of	the	
scene,	prepara2on	work	
(checking	through	gaze,	
giving	instruc2ons,	
announcements),	
Prudence/	
Circonspec2on		

Hyper-vigilance	

Handling	urban	
soundscape:	sensorial	
s2mula2ons	(noise)		

Verbal	and	non-verbal	
conduct		
	
	
Cf.	Merlino,	Mondada,	
Söderström	(submi<ed)	
	

++	
		
In	echo	places:	hesita2ons,	
discon2nui2es	in	talk,	
delayed	responses,	repair-
ini2ators,	closing	of	
conversa2on	(silences).	
More	hesitant	and	solitary	
walk.		

++	
		
In	noisy	places:		
Silences,	closing	down	of	
conversa2on	with	irritated	
tone,	gaze	aversion.		

Vulnerability,	
fragmenta2on,	cogni2ve	
disorganiza2on				
		
Au2s2c	withdrawal	
	



3.6.	Putng	together	two	perspec4ves	on	data	–	
preliminary	results		
AZtudes	and	
choices	towards	
the	urban	
environment	and	
its	local	handling		

Conversa2on	
Analysis	

	
	
	
	
	
Pa2ent	A		

	
	
	
	
	
Pa2ent	B		

Psychopathology		

Interac2on		 Topic	ini2a2ons	and	
developments		

++	------->		-	-		
(longitudinal	
observa2on)	
		
At	the	beginning:	very	
coopera2ve,	long	
exchanges	and	topic	
ini2a2ves.	Towards	
the	end:	less	
coopera2ve	(also	
following	a	change	in	
path	trajectory	and	
noises)		

-	-	
Topic	fragmenta2on				
		
	
Minimally	answers,	
does	not	develop	
topics	introduced	by	
the	partner	
Silences	accentuate	in	
proximity	to	noisy	
areas	

Exhaus2on	of	defense	
mechanisms,	which	
causes	rupture,	
withdrawal	and	
delusion.	
First	steps	of	paranoid	
and	au2s2c	reac2on.		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	
	
Interac@on	protects	
from	s@muli	?	

•  Interac4on	as	a	locus	for	observing	changes	in	pa4ents’	conduct	following	specific	s4muli	in	the	environment		
•  But	possibly	also	as	a	resource	for	handling	these	s4muli	(therapeu4c	implica4ons)		



3.7.	Conclusion	
	

•  Interac4onal	(verbal	and	non	verbal)	conduct	can	show	at	work	
underlying	processes	of	the	pathology	and	of	its	handling,	
especially	in	coping	strategies	–	this	suggests	an	enriching	and	
fruivul	exchange	between	CA	and	Psychopathology		

•  Dynamic	model	for	psychopathology:	very	different	from	usual	
sta4c	models	(ques4onnaire)	

•  See	con4nuum	between	ordinary	and	pathological	process	of	
s4muli.	See	the	psycho4c	defense	mechanism	and	see	
disorganisa4on	process	(hypothesis	city-psychosis)	

•  But	need	of	keeping	perspec4ves	apart	not	confused	



4.	Conclusion:	on	interdisciplinary	
ar4cula4ons		

	

! Co-labora4on/co-experimenta4on	as	a	means	to	
explore	biosocial	entanglements	without	reducing	
society	to	biology	or	biology	to	society		

! The	limits	of	co-experimenta4on	and	the	value	of	
epistemological	difference	


