


Stigma and discrimination against 
people living with HIV

a community perspective

Alex Schneider PhD
President & Director Life4me+, 
Committee Member Positivrat



FEAR





fear of contagion
dying from AIDS
fuels fear



HIV = AIDS = Death



homosexuality
drug-use
sex work
infidelity



sex

taboo



governmental level
criminalization of hiv
15 years in prison



restrict residence visas
confirm there is no infection
almost 50 countries



Mobbing
Dismissal from work
refusal to hire



community and family

Social isolation



self-stigma



medical staff
Refusal of treatment
contemptous attitude
excessive protection
moral oppression



moral speech and judgment

insult



Do you regularly take any medications?



Should a patient have to disclose their status to 
the surgeon/anesthesiologist if he/she has an 
undetectable viral load?



Is it discriminatory when doctors ask a patient in this 
situation for a viral load test result?






